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Community Foundation for Brevard Names 
Theresa Grimison New President and CEO 

 

MELBOURNE, Fla., (July 11, 2017) – The Community Foundation for Brevard has named 

Theresa Grimison as the new president and CEO, effective immediately. 

 

“We have a responsibility to our community and to those whose philanthropic resources we 

steward to look exhaustively for our next leader,” said Michael Cerow, Chair of the Community 

Foundation’s Board of Directors. “After a thorough search and with our strategic priorities in 

mind, Theresa emerged as the unanimous choice to lead as the new CEO. Coupled with her 

deep experience, strong understanding of the field and commitment to our community, she 

brings an authentic and collaborative approach to propel us forward.”  

 

With the Community Foundation since October 2015, Grimison has provided strategic guidance 

and support in philanthropy services and programs, including the Brevard Veteran’s Resource 

Network. Grimison has had a long and distinguished career in the private and public sectors, 

most recently as the senior director of international development and operations at the 

Brookings Institution, the world’s top-ranked think tank. Prior to that, Grimison held executive 

leadership roles at First Book, the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs, and the Georgia 

O’Keeffe Museum. 

 

“I am excited and honored to take on this incredible opportunity to serve everyone who calls 

Brevard County home,” said Grimison. “Working hand-in-hand with our exceptional Board of 

Directors, visionary philanthropists and professional team, we will achieve important, forward-

thinking goals for our community.  
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Grimison succeeds Sandi Scannelli who served the Community Foundation with distinction from 

2010 until late 2016. Following Scannelli’s departure, retired Navy Capt. Robert Watts was 

appointed interim CEO, while the Foundation’s Board of Directors conducted the CEO search. 

 

Grimison received her bachelor’s degree from Fordham University and MBA from the University 

of New Mexico’s Anderson School of Management. Grimison and her husband Matt have two 

young boys enrolled in the Brevard County Public School System. Members of Holy Name of 

Jesus Catholic Church, they live in Indian Harbour Beach. 

 

About Community Foundation for Brevard 
 
Established in 1981, the Community Foundation for Brevard serves as a trusted resource and 

leader for philanthropic individuals, families and organizations to enhance and sustain Brevard 

County’s quality of life. An independent, 501(c)(3) organization, its purpose is to manage funds 

for the philanthropic community and charities with the goals of achieving enough growth to 

provide a perpetual source of income while at the same time protecting the investment. For 

more information about the Community Foundation, visit cfbrevard.org. 
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